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Group Scout Leader’sreport

At long last, the memoria gates
have been put back in place at the
entrance to the Copse.

They were originadly made in the
School workshop by Malcolm Fursden,
and erected in memory of two former
Scouts, John Hardman and David
Thomson who lost their lives in
ralway accidents.  The gates have
now been refurbished, and repl aced.

Roy Gaved
kindly gave
us funds to
enable us to =5
plant a new
hedge in the
Copse, to |
screen  the |
fence which ¢
was put up =
last year, and |
in March a &
few of us
planted out
225 hazels,
hornbeams, hawthorns and maples.

We are also constructing a fence to
lead in to the gates, and further fencing
will be put in place to separate off the
Rugby Club compound. The entrance
to the Copse will be levelled and
gravelled.

March 20" saw the Cubs and Scouts
helping with the half marathon, by
manning the 6-mile water station.
WEe've done this every time since the
event first started, 27 years ago now.

Several old Scouts have been in
touch during the year, and if you look

a our website you will see a page
contributed by Frank Bailey, who now
livesin New Zealand, about histimein
the Troop back in the 1940s.

The HQ continues to be well used,
and was booked for various meetings,
events and training courses by District
and County. As usual, maintenance
jobs have been carried out, including
the installation of a new boiler and gas

meter.

Helpmg at the Half M arathon
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We were sorry to say goodbye to
Clair Harvey in December, when she
moved to Birmingham.

We ae once more collecting
Sainsbury’s and Tesco tokens; this year
we are hoping to get volleyball posts,
so please send your vouchersin to usto
help us towards our target.

The Open Night this year is on May
20" starting at 7.30 pm, and we would
very happy to welcome you if you
would like to join us for the evening.

Roger Plumb
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SUMMer term

During the summer term we spent
two evenings planning hikes for the
Expedition Challenge. For the Open
Night, the Scouts offered the parents
some very tuneful music, and a report
back from the Overland Hike team; a
very pleasant evening was rounded off
with a barbecue, with burgers and hot
dogs cooked by the Scouts.

The following week we went to St
Helen's Woods for awide game. After
half term we spent an evening packing
the Patrol boxes ready for camp, and
reassembling the trek cart. It was so
long since the cart had been out that
even the oldest Explorers had never
seenitin use.

A rainy evening was spent at the
School Farm, practising fire lighting
and cooking sausages, subsequently we
went to the Quarry for some more
wide-games. Rounders and other
games on the School fields were
followed by a visit to the beach at Pett
Level for another barbecue, and as
usual the last meeting of term was
spent sorting out the camping gear.

Gliding at Ringmer

Other events during the term
included a return visit to Bowles for
dry-slope skiing and our first ever visit
to East Sussex Gliding Club; ten
Scouts enjoyed an evening learning the
basics of flying aglider.

We also took part in Shouting for
Scouting, a very well-attended event
organised by District in Alexandra Park
on a lovely warm day in May, and
raised some cash towards the Jamboree

expenses.

- Summer camp

Washing up ifun

Our annual foray took us to
Thorrington  Scout Camp, near
Brightlingseain Essex. Thisisafairly
large centre, containing about 15
individual sites, but we were lucky to
get the use of the Top Field, which is
flat, had very short cropped grass, and
is surrounded by a belt of coppice.

The only drawback is that no vehicles
can get near the field, which is reached
viaabridge over a stream and an uphill
track of about 150 metres, so the trek
cart came in useful.

Apart from a few showers, and rain
on the last day just as we were packing
up, we had some very pleasant
weather, which certainly made a
change from last year.




The activities
included 3D Maze,
cross bows, air
rifles, zip wire, ®
pedal karts, crate &
stacking, climbing §
and abseiling on the &
40 ft tower, and raft

building.
Dave and Chris
Rogers showed

some of the Scouts
how to build a
lookout tower, and :
severa obtained the Pioneer Badge

A lot of other badge work took
place: Camp cook, Quartermaster, and
Camper, as wel as Outdoor and
Outdoor Plus Challenge and Adventure
Challenge.

The day trip took the Troop into
Colchester where they spent al their
money.

Nick Pelling, who was with us as
pat of his D of E volunteering,
supervised the building of a camp

oven, which was then used, most
successfully, to bake cakes and pizzas.

Dave Thompson kept us supplied
with hot water from his fire and sorted
out the problems with the network of
hosepipes around the field.

A number of first-time recipes were
tried out: beef bourguignon, Pommes
Bristol, pork chop suey, turkey stir-fry,
and chicken and bean casserole.

Autumn Term

We began the autumn term with a
new venture. 1066 Fundraisers
organized a 20-hour Relay for Life at
the William Parker Stadium, in aid of
local charities, and we were asked to
do the catering for the event. Waéll
over half the Troop turned out to help
with cooking and selling burgers, hot
dogs, jacket potatoes, soup, etc. for the
participants and public in general.
They camped out overnight and
provided breakfast in the morning.
Despite the rain, everyone enjoyed the
event, and we hope to be there again
this autumn.

The PLs decided to concentrate on
the Fitness Challenge, and severa
meetings were devoted to various kinds
of work-outs. Progress was also made
on the Global Chalenge, with the
emphasis on disaster relief, and in
particular the work of the Shelterbox
organization. An evening spent
cooking Biryani fitted in quite well
with the global theme, and we also
managed to find time to revise the
work on knots, and have a race with
Pharaoh’s Chariots.



Our team in the annua District
Swimming Gala claimed a well-earned
first place. Congratulations go also to
Stephen Pelling on completing his
Chief Scout’s Gold Award.

Two days were spent during half
term on the Chef Badge. We continued
with a Hallowe' en party, held jointly
with the Cubs, and a music evening,
when the musicians among us brought
their guitars and drums and gave a
demonstration and lessons to the rest of
the Troop.

An evening was devoted to a theatre
workshop, in particular stage fighting,
given by Mehdi Silver.

Two of our Scouts took part in the
lively and colourful Hastings Gang
Show at the end of November, and a
party of us went to see the production
on the Friday night.

Bag-packing one Sunday at M & S
completed the fund-raising for the
Jamboree. In our annual chip survey,
Peter's Fish Bar at Silverhill came out
favourite for the second year in arow.

The District PL/Leader Partnership
Day took place at our HQ in mid
December, and some of our Scouts
attended a very enjoyable day with
Graeme.

At the Christmas party, which took
place despite the snow and ice, Graeme
was presented with his 5-year service
award and the joint winners of the Bish

Byrom Badge Shield were Joseph and
Jordan.

The year concluded with a two-day
Chef Plus course at the HQ; on day one
we prepared hearts of palm risotto,
chicken and ham pie, Richmond Maids
of Honour and lemon soufflé, and on
day two a selection of tapas dishes.

Sprlng Term
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Evenings in the early part of the year
involved camp-site modelling and
making and cooking Swedish style
meatballs. Graeme and Oscar opened
the Trading Post for business once
more; there was a visit to Gillingham
for an evening’ s ice-skating, which was

followed by a sleepover at the HQ. A
games night and an evening spent
testing the Scouts' ability to identify
things by taste, touch, smell and



hearing completed the first half of the
term.

During half term there was a re-run of
the Chef Plus badge, the Overland Hike
team put in some practice, and a small
group went to Avon and Somerset to
look for a suitable site for summer
camp.

We resumed after half term with
playchute games, and work for the
Emergency Aid Badge. Another new
venture was a visit one Friday night to
Bayford Meadows Karting at
Sittingbourne, which was greatly
enjoyed by the 15 Scouts who took
part.

The Overland Hike at the end of March
was based at Washington in West
Sussex. Despite the advantage of an
early start, our team failed to complete
thefirst day, and had to be withdrawn.
My thanks go to all our helpers, and
especialy to Graeme for al his
unstinting efforts training the team and
ferrying them about, as well as more
generally organising meetings and
activities.

Membership of the Troop is currently
24, with two Young Leaders regularly
attending.

Badges and Awards
Challenges were gained as follows:
Adventure
Community
Creative
Expedition
Fitness
Global
Outdoor
Outdoor Plus
Promise
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Staged badges:
10 Nights Away
20 Nights Away
35 Nights Away
50 Nights Away
5 Hikes Away
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Activity badges: Plus Instructor
Aeronautics
Basic Nautical
ills

Camp Cook
Camper

Chef

Pioneer
Quartermaster
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Roger Plumb

Fun with the playchute



The Cub Scouts have had another busy year.
In April we joined the District and took part in the St
George’s Parade and marched from Wellington Square to

the White Rock Theatre for a short service.

After Easter Dennis Firminger who is the Akela at Burwash Cub Pack offered to
come and help at Cubs which was much appreciated. We also had two Beaver
Scouts and a girl join our Cub Pack.

The month of May eight Cubs went to Broadstone Warren for the East Sussex
County Cub Fun Day and over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend twelve Cubs went
to Bushy Wood for the District’'s two nights Cub Camp for a Cowboys and Indians
weekend. Both activities were enjoyed by the Cubs.

In June we were due to play in the District Cub Football Competition but it was
cancelled because of lack of support.

During the summer term the Cubs gained their Fitness Challenge badge and worked
on their Outdoor Challenge badge which some Cubs gained. Some of the Cubs also
finished their Global, Creative and Promise Challenge badges. We finished the term
with one evening on the beach at Glyne Gap playing games and an evening playing
Crazy Golf in the Old Town.

We said goodbye to three Cubs who moved up to Scouts and Dominic who left to
help at another Cub Pack and we welcomed Mark Swallow as our new Young
Leader.

We started back in September with the Scout Group involved in helping with the
Relay for Life. Some of the Cubs served Tea and Cream Scones to the Mayor and
some V.I.P.s. Angela, Ann (the Beaver Leader) and | served refreshments and
manned the cake stall.

At the end of September seven Cubs were presented with their Chief Scout’s Silver
Award by the District Commissioner; this is =
the highest award available a Cub Scout can
achieve.

In October five Cubs, Dominic and | hiked
13kms from Westfield to Hastings Old Town
with ten other Cubs and five leaders from 1%
Brede and 4™ Hastings Cubs to raise money
for Children with Leukaemia. Each Cub
gained a Stage One Hikes Away Badge. Our
five Cubs raised £250 between them. =
Seven Cubs took part in the annual District |
Cub and Beaver Gala at the Summerfields
Sports Centre. We came second overall in
the Cub section. We won 4 firsts, 3 seconds
and 3 third places. | was very proud of them.

During the autumn half term | applied for my g i

Green Fields (Nights Away) Permit so that | can take the Cubs camping. With the
help of Roger, Angela and Dominic | organised a camp. Twelve Cubs from the 24"
and four Cubs from 1% Hastings camped at Guestwell Scout and Guide Headquarters



