William Parker Sports College
JOIN THE ADVENTURE

JOIN IN THE FUN

This booklet is intended to give you a brief idea of what to expect
when you join Scouting. You can see a lot more information on
our website at www.24thhastingsscouts.org.uk.




Where to find us

Our headquatrters is the building between the cricket field and the Rugby Club
at William Parker Sports College. Come onto the School grounds via Park
Avenue, keep the buildings to your left, and go up to the playground. You
can park here in the evening. Walk up the path and you can see our HQ in
front of you.

Joining

The minimum age for joining is 5%a.

If you are aged 5% - 7 you will join Beavers.

Between 8 and 10% you will join Cubs.

Scouts are aged 10% to 14%.

Explorers start at 14 and you can stay until your 18™ birthday.

We are sponsored by William Parker Sports College, and will always give pri-
ority for membership to students at the School.

You can come along on a trial basis for a few weeks, to see if you will enjoy
being part of our great Movement.

Once you have decided to join, we will invest you.

You will need to obtain a uniform. You can buy the clothes from Superstitch,
or you can order them online from Scout Shops at www.scoutshops.com. We
will explain exactly what you need to get for your uniform.

We keep a stock of Group scarves, which you can purchase from us, and for
Cubs we also provide your woggle.

*

Your commitment

When you join, you will make the Beaver, Cub or Scout Promise, and you will
be expected to keep to it in your everyday life.

We expect you to attend your meeting regularly.
If you cannot come, please let us know in advance.

You will have to pay subscriptions, which are £60 a year for Beavers and £75
for Cubs and Scouts. We collect this money in three equal instalments in
January, May and September. Explorers pay subs to District.

In January, you will also have to pay your annual membership fee to the Scout
Association, which is about £25.



What we aim to provide

We hope you will enjoy the fun and adventure which we offer.
Beavers

Green Beaver, Ann Pope, is in charge of the Colony. The meetings are on
Wednesdays from 6 to 7 p.m.

The Beavers try to get the Chief Scout’s Bronze Award by gaining Challenge
Badges; these are: Outdoor, Friendship, Promise, Fitness, Creative and
Global.

The Beavers do creative skills, play lots of games, go out on visits, have bar-
becues and parties, and do lots of other activities.

Cubs

The Pack meets on Thursdays from 6.30 to 8 pm. Liz Cockerton is Akela.

The top award in Cubs is called the Chief Scout's Silver Award, which is
gained by completing 6 Challenges: Promise, Community, Fitness, Creative,
Global and Outdoor. There are lots of other badges Cubs can get.

Cubs go on short camps, often with other Packs from the District, as well as
hikes and other visits. We have visitors to help with training, and play lots of
games.

Cubs are organised into Sixes, shown by the colour of their woggle.

CORSS

Scouts

The Troop meets on Friday evenings from 7.30 to 9.30. Roger Plumb is the
Scout Leader.

Scouts aim to gain the Chief Scout’s Gold Award by completing a series of
Challenges, called Outdoor, Global, Community, Creative, Fitness, Adventure,
Promise, Expedition and Outdoor Plus. They can also gain badges for about
70 different activities of all kinds.

The Troop consists of Patrols of about 6 members, each one with its own Pa-
trol Leader. The PLs consult their Scouts regularly, and meet every few
weeks with the Scout Leader to plan the activities.



Typically, there are lots of games, both indoors and out, training in all kinds of
activities like cooking, first aid, map reading, hiking and camping, fire lighting,
knife, axe and saw, and so on. We also have sleepovers at the HQ from time
to time.

There are outings to various venues for rock climbing, dry slope skiing, ice
skating, swimming, etc.

The Troop has a 10-day camp every year at the end of the summer term, and
all Scouts are expected to attend. This is not an optional extra, but a vital
part of the overall Scouting experience.

Explorers
The Unit meets on Mondays at 7.30. The Leader is Luciano Frige.

Members can achieve the Chief Scout’s Platinum and Diamond Awards, and
the Queen’s Scout Award, and gain the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at Bronze,
Silver and Gold Level at the same time.

Explorers are part of District provision, which means
that some meetings and activities are organised for all
the Explorers in the area to take part in, and as an
Explorer you can go to any meeting of any Unit. You
can also become a Young Leader, and help with
Beavers, Cubs or Scouts.

In the Unit we aim to build on your previous achievements, as well as opening
up new horizons.




Everyone gets the chance to join in District activities like the Gang Show, St.
George’s Day, Sports competitions, etc.

Staged badges Some badges, for example for first aid, camping and hiking,
can be gained by anyone, and you can progress to different levels as you
move up through Scouting.

Adults

All the Leaders and other adults working in the Group are volunteers. No-one
is paid for what they do.

We are part of the Scout District of Hastings and Rye.
The District is responsible for vetting all potential
Leaders to make sure they are suitable people to look
after children, and there are well established
procedures which are always followed.

Adult Leaders undergo training in many aspects of their
role. Completion of the training is recognised by the
award of the Wood Badge.

We are an educational charity in our own right. We have an Executive Com-
mittee to run our affairs, led by the Chairman, Brian Pope. Its members are
the Charity Trustees of the Scout Group, and are appointed or elected each
year at the AGM in May. We publish an annual report and accounts, which
are circulated to all members’ families, as well as many former members that
we stay in touch with.



How to wear your badges

Explorer Uniform
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